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At the University of Idaho, we view sustainability as an economic, moral, social and academic 
imperative. I am proud to lead an institution that leads our state and the nation in sustainability 
knowledge and expertise, research, practices and education. Signing the American College & 
University Presidents’ Climate Commitment (ACUPCC) has only strengthened our resolve to 
lead by taking actions. 

 
The University hosted a highly successful sustainability 
summit last fall, aimed at exploring public-private 
partnerships that seek solutions to problems stemming 
from greenhouse gas emissions, and included 
participation of our governor. This fall we purchased $35 
million in bonds for an energy savings (ESCO) initiative 
that will avoid $1.2 million/year in energy costs, receive 
$1.3 million rebate from our energy supplier, and reduce 

our carbon footprint by 12,200 tons annually.  
 
We implemented a Green Building Policy that commits future 
building to a minimum “Silver” LEED standard, and initiated  
more than 20 waste-minimizing activities on campus. A 
Sustainability Planning Committee of faculty, staff and students 
are designing waste minimization plans, recycling, and 
sustainable dining services and transportation.  Our student-led 
and financed Sustainability Center has made climate a key 
theme for mini-grants, projects and education efforts. 
 
Recent sustainability initiatives include water catchments for 
irrigation, a parking “tax” to fund sustainability projects, 
development of Native Grass areas and competitive student 
project awards totaling $90,000 this year. The University looks 
forward to next steps in sustainable practices: reducing energy 
consumption in buildings, composting, and solar walkway 
illumination. 



 
The University of Idaho is committed to 
utilizing our experience, scholarship and 
research capability to help policymakers 
grapple with sustainability issues that 
confront society. We continue to implement 
sustainable initiatives to meet the current 
and future needs of society, while 
contributing to the quality of life and 
natural resources enjoyed by Idaho, the 
nation and the world. 
 


