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Environmental stewardship is a central calling of
our time and a driving force in Oberlin College’s -
educational mission, as it has been since 1914 %
when alum Charles Martin Hall gave us
significant tracts of green space that still exist
today. Our tradition extends to the Adam Josey
Lewis Center for Environmental Studies, openg
in 2000, which is one of the country’s most
advanced examples of ecological architecture.

Oberlin’s Committee on Environmental
Sustainability is working to ensure that
environmental stewardship informs all aspects
our planning and decision-making. Oberlin’s
status as a charter signatory of the ACUPCC ¢ |
its public commitment to climate neutrality is
moving us toward that goal and enhancing out
national reputation. The Sierra ClulBgerra !
magazine, for example, recently ranked Oberli
number one among America’s top-ten “coolest
schools,” meaning ecologically-minded # $
institutions of higher education.

%

Over the past year, the Presidents’ Climate

Commitment has been a key driver in a broad
range of plans and actions geared to balanciny
our carbon budget. Three recent initiatives are:

1. Completion of a comprehensive greenhouse-gasifarefor the college. This effort was the
major thrust of Oberlin’s new Office of EnvironmahSustainability and also served as the
focus of a newly created undergraduate course ampGs Sustainability.



2. Raising $500,000 to initiate two planning studiBise
first, managed by the City of Oberlin, will compeatsively
assess alternatives that the community has togatknm
investment in a coal-fired electrical power plaiite
second will examine, with the goal of climate nality, the
College’s options in redeveloping its central hegplant
and renovating buildings.

3. Initiating a feasibility study for a “College and
Community Green Arts District.” If realized, thisgpect
could create a vibrant, mixed-used district builttte

highest environmental standards and focused ona¢idac |

and the arts.
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