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| take great pride in the University of Florida hgione of the first
schools to join the ACUPCC. When | announced inoBet 2006 that |
would sign the pledge, UF already had undertakesisomes to reduce its
greenhouse gas emissions. Today, | am happy totrdad our campus
has embraced sustainability and is making headwé#ye push to
produce zero waste by 2015 and become carbon hbyt?®20.

Beginning in 2004, UF pledged to build all new donstion to

Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEERndards. So

far, 17 buildings fall into this category, includitwo Gold-certified
buildings, and UF has begun to renovate historildimgs to meet new efficiency standards.

UF also has developed a comprehensive suite ghattees to single-occupancy vehicle travel
that include fare-free access to the Regional Tr&ystem, carpooling, GreenRide, Zip Car,
planning for pedestrian and bicycle safety, aneraéitive fuels in fleet vehicles.

The university also is home to the Florida
Institute for Sustainable Energy, whose
mission is to bring together the research
capabilities necessary to create a sustainable
energy future. The institute’s work
encompasses more than 150 faculty members
and 22 energy research centers.

And in one of our more unconventional
events, UF in November 2007 became the fjrst
university in the country to develop a plan tg
offset greenhouse gases created by a colleg

football game.
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These examples barely scratch the surface of wadgabécome an exciting odyssey toward a
better future. It is important to remember, thoutaf it is just that: not an end in itself buthert
an ongoing effort that requires considerable cveégtand dedication.
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Happily, UF has taken a leadership role not
only for the state of Florida, including its
other 10 public universities, but also we
hope for the generation of students now
enrolled here. We owe them nothing less
than our very best.

More information on UF’s sustainability
program is available at
www.sustainable.ufl.edu




